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Ghazala Hashmi
first Muslim woman
elected to Virginia's
state senate

Indian‑origin Ghazala Hashmi is a
former community college professor
New York: Ghazala Hashmi (D) unseated
Virginia state Sen. Glen Sturtevant (R) on
Tuesday to become the first Muslim woman
elected to the state senate, according to The
Associated Press. Hashmi, a former communi‑
ty college professor, will represent the stateʼs
10th Senate District, which includes
Powhatan County and parts of Chesterfield
County and Richmond. She emigrated to the
US from India as a child and 2019 marked her
first campaign for public office.
Hashmiʼs campaign hit heavily on issues
such as gun violence and education, and she
was a supporter of Gov. Ralph Northamʼs (D)
universal pre‑kindergarten proposals. During
the campaign, she went after Sturtevant, a
two‑term incumbent, over his opposition to
Medicaid expansion even as the Republican
presented himself as an independent voice in
a state where President Trumpʼs approvals
are consistently low. “This victory, is not mine
alone. It belongs to all of you who believed
that we needed to make progressive change
here in Virginia, for all of you who felt that
you havenʼt had a voice and believed in me to
be yours in the General Assembly,” Hashmi
tweeted Tuesday evening.
“After flipping the Senate, Iʼll have
Democrats by my side to fight to protect
Virginians from the climate crisis and sense‑
less gun violence, and work to expand our
access to affordable health care and funding
for public education. I canʼt wait to work
together in the state Senate,” she added.

Inaugural NYC SAFF
unveils lineup of 24
shorts, docs & features
New York, NY: Twenty four shorts, documen‑
taries and feature films will premiere at the
first‑ever New York City South Asian Film
Festival (NYC SAFF), presented by Toyota,
between November 15 and November 17,
2019, at various locations around Manhattan.
The festival boasts four world premieres,
three North American premieres and 17 New
York City premieres.
Timely and relevant themes such as immi‑
gration, surrogacy, police brutality and the
aftermath of HIV/AIDS will be explored;
under‑represented communities such as
transgenders, deaf and hard‑of‑hearing and
outcasts will be acknowledged.
"Our programming team has worked incred‑
ibly hard to strike the right balance and show‑
case the most current, ground‑breaking, topi‑
cal independent cinema from various parts of
South Asia at our inaugural festival," said Jitin
Hingorani, founder and festival director.
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BJANA celebrates Chhath puja
at Raritan river
New Jersey: Bihar Jharkhand Association of North America widely know as
BJANA celebrated the most traditional and auspicious Chaath puja of the
Sun God on the banks of Raritan river. Twenty five members of the commu‑
nity ‑Vratis‑ observed the three day fast and puja which brought about 800
members of the community together. Chaath puja is very close to the
hearts of all members of the Bihar and Jharkhand community as they have
grown up watching this puja in their families back in India and have missed
it here in USA.The celebration brought back memories and bonded the
community in a very special way. The event was attended by Deputy
Consulate General of India, Shatrughna Sinha and also by FIA President
Alok Kumar. There were many parents visiting from India and attended the
puja of the setting sun and the rising sun,their comments were most pre‑
cious when they said that “it feels like we are in India for Chatth this year!”
The BJANA executive team under the leadership of president Vinay Singh
received accolades from the Vratis and the attendees for their impeccable
arrangements for this glorious puja.
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